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Undei my proposal the same statute will provide for provin-
cial autonomy and complete responsibility at the Centre and will
create the machinery for bringing into existence the Federal and
Central structure.

News Chronicle, 14-11-1931

204.    SPEECH AT MINORITIES COMMITTEE MEETING

LONDON,
November 13, 1931

PRIME MINISTER AND FELLOW DELEGATES,

It is not without very considerable hesitation and shame that
I take part in the discussion on the minorities question. I have
not been able to read with the care and attention that it deserves
the memorandum1 sent to the Delegates on behalf of certain mino-
rities and received this morning.

Before I offer a few remarks on that memorandum, with your
permission and with all the deference and respect that are your
due, I would express my dissent from the view that you put
before this Committee, that the inability to solve the communal
question was hampering the progress of Constitution-building, and
that it was an indispensable condition prior to the building of any
such Constitution I expressed at an early stage of the sittings of
this Committee that I did not share that view. The experience
that I have since gained has confirmed me in that view; and, if you
will pardon me for saying so, it was because of the emphasis that
was laid last year and repeated this year upon this difficulty, that
the different communities were encouraged to press with all the
vehemence at then- command their own respective views.

1 The memorandum, submitted **on behalf of the Mohammedans, the
Depressed Glasses, the Anglo-Indians, the Europeans and a considerable sec-
tion of Indian Christian groups", demanded inter aha, that these communities
"shall have representation in all legislatures through separate electorates . . .
provided that, after a lapse of ten years, it will be open to Muslims in the
Punjab and Bengal and any minority communities in any other provinces to
accept joint electorates. . . . With regard to the Depressed Glasses no change
to joint electorates . . . shall be made until after 20 years. . . " Special claims
were advanced on behalf of Mussahnans, the Depressed Glasses, the Anglo-
Indians and the Europeans. The document was signed by the Aga Khan,
Dr. Ambedkar, Rao Bahadur Pannirselvam, Sir Henry Gidney and Sir Hubert
Garr.